Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Eliff  nominated  to  be 


president 

I  "Both  Jeannie  and  I 
were  incredibly  hum¬ 
bled  when  the  search 
committee 
approached  us,"  he 
said.  "Obviously,  we 
would  not  have 
moved  forward  to  this 
moment  had  we  not 
spent  a  great  deal  erf 
time  in  prayer  seeking 
the  face  of  the  Lord. 

"Now  we  feel  hum¬ 
bled  once  again  that 
they  are  going  to  pre¬ 
sent  us  to  the  board. 

^  Along  with  all  the 
members  of  the  board, 
we  would  just  encour¬ 
age  people  to  pray  with 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP  and  local  churches,  including 
reports)  —  Thomas  (Tom)  D.  Elliff,  66,  First  Souffiem  Baptist 


longtime  Oklahoma  pastor.  Southern  Chu  -ch  of  Del  City, 
Baptist  Convention  president,  and  for-  OL  when.'  he  was 
mer  missionary,  is  the  unanimous  recoin-  pastor  for  20  years, 
mendation  of  a  15-member  trustee  search  From  2005-09, 
committee  to  be  die  next  president  of  Elliff  served  as  IMB 
International  Mission  Board  (IMB)  of  the  senior  vice  president 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  for  spiritual  nurture 

The  nomination  of  Elliff  —  who  served  and  church  relations, 
about  two  years  as  a  field  missionary  in  In  that  role,  he  taught 
Zimbabwe  with  his  wife  Jeannie  in  the  early  and  counseled  mis- 
1980s  —  will  be  presented  to  the  full  board  sionaries  and  helped 
of  trustees  for  consideration  and  a  possible  mobilize  churches  for 
vote  when  they  meet  March  15-16  in  Dallas,  mission  involve-' 
would  succeed  merit.  Currently  he 
Jerry  Rankin  as  leader  of  the  leads  Living  in  The 


If_  elected,  Elliff 

ndsHon^ferd,  wKich  coordinates  the  work  Word  Publications,  a 
of  more  than  5,000  Southern  Baptist  mis-  writing  and  speaking 
sionaries  worldwide.  Veteran  missionary  ministry  he  founded 
and  executive  vice  president  Clyde  Meador  .  in  2005. 
currently  serves  as  interim  president  He  frequently 

Rankin,  a  native  of  Clinton  and  Tupelo  •  speaks  about  spiritu- 
and  graduate  of  Baptist-affiliated  Mississippi  al  awakening  and 
College  in  Clinton,  retired  as  IMB  president  family  life  in  cnurch- 
July  31,  2010,  after  17  years  at  he  helm.  He  es  and  conferences 
and  his  wife  Bobbye  now  live  in  Clinton.  through  the  United 

IMB  trustee  chairman  Jimmy  Pritchard,  * — - *  ' - * 

who  has  led  the  presidential  search  com¬ 
mittee  throughout  its  selection  process, 
announced  the  nomination  Feb.  17.  He 

said  Elliff  emerged  as  the  committee's  # _  _ _ 0| 

dear  and  unanimous  choice  in  January.  the  coming  years,  and  has  lived 
"Throughout  the  process,  we  talked  to  different  worlds"  '  ~  " 

some  great  and  godly  men,  but  we  just  life,  Pritchard  said 

could  not  get  a  sense  of  God's  peace  "He  has  heard  God’s  call  to _ 

about  any  one  of  them,"  said  Pritchard,  a  field  missionary.  He  has  pastored  some  of 
pastor  of  First  Church  in  Forney,  Texas.  our  best  churches.  He  was  president  of  our 
"When  Dr.  Elliff  s  name  came  before  us,  convention  for  two  years.  He  worked  at  the 
we  had  a  subtle  sense  of  God's  Spirit  vice  presidential  level  with  IMB,'  Pritchard 
speaking  to  our  hearts.  That  may  sound  said,  "so  he  is  uniquely  prepared,  his 
mystical,  but  that's  really  what  happened...  integrity 
Every  one  of  us  senses  that  God  spoke  and  that  he  v 
said,  This  is  the  moment  you’ve  been  pray- 

ingfor.  Here  is  your  man,'”  Pritchard  said.  ______  rajalajli 

Elliff,  a  Texas  native,  was  twice  elected  with  the  North  American 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 

Convention,  in  1996  and  1997,  and  also  Southern  Baptists  to  pray 
served  as  president  of  the  SBC  Pastors'  and  family,  and  for  IMB 
Conference  in  1990.  He  has  led  several  consider  his  nomination. 


Ministers  can  find  additional 
help  in  preparing  their  2010 
federal  income  tax  returns 
from  GuideStone  Financial 
Resources  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  The 
annual  2011  Tax  Return 
Preparation  and  Federal 
Reporting  Guide  details 
recent  changes  to  tax'  laws 
and  the  effects  on  ministers. 
The  guide  includes  impor¬ 
tant  tax  law  changes  signed 
into  law  by  U.S.  President 
Barack  Obama  in  December. 
The  tax  guide  can  be 
obtained  in  PDF  format  from 
the  GuideStone  website, 
www.GuideStone.or^/  taxgu 
ide.  GuideStone  participants 
can  order  a  free  printed  copy 
by  calling  Customer  Service 
at  (888)  98-GUIDE  between  7 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.  CST 
Monday-Friday. 


challenging  task  of  leading  Southern  from  Ouachita  Baptist  University  in 
RanKsts  intomafinnal  mission  work  in  Arkadelphia,  Ar.;  a  master  of  divinity 

1  in  "many  degree  from  Southwestern  Seminary  in 
in  Southern  Baptist  Fort  Worth;  and  a  doctor  of  ministry 
degree  from  Southern  Seminary  in 
missions  as  Louisville,  Ky. 

He  led  several  churches  while  in  col¬ 
lege  and  seminary  ar.d  was  pastor  of 
Eastwood  Church  in  Tulsa,  Ok.,  for  nearly 
a  decade  before  being  appointed  with  his 
.  wife  as  missionaries  to  Zimbabwe  in  1981. 

/  is  unquestioned,  ana  I  believe  They  served  in  die  East  African  nation  for 
will  be  able  to  help  connect  all  of  about  two  years,  but  resigned  in  1983  after 
our  entities  together.  He  has  great  relation-  their  teenage  daughter  Belli  was  seriously 
ship  with  our  seminary  presidents  and  injured  in  a  car  accident  there. 

- - ission  Board - After  ihey  returned  to  the  United 

Reached  for  comment,  Elliff  asked  States,  Elliff  led  Applewood  Church  in 
for  him,  his  wife  Lakewood,  Co.,  before  being  called  to 
trustees  as  they  First  Southern  Baptist  Church  of  Del  City, 
-  - - where  he  was  pastor  from  1985  to  2005. 
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Church:  holy  ground  or  mere  meeting  hall? 


s  site  work  proceeds  in  Highway  51 
just  north  of  Madison  for 


Madison 

/  JL  Mississippi's  17th  mosque,  stories 
continue  to  crop  up  about  how  progres¬ 
sively  accommodating  we  Christians  have 
become  toward  the  followers  of  Islam. 

An  article  by  Lauren  Green  on 
FoxNews.com  reveals  that  at  least  two 
United  Methodist  churches  —  one  of  which 
is  located  just  a  few  miles  from  the 

.  a.  '  .  •  •  I _ _ II _ : _ 


Editor's 

Notebook 


Mississippi  border  —  are  allowing 
Muslims  to  use  their  church  facil¬ 
ities  for  prayers  to  Allah  and 
other  religious  activities. 

Heartsong  Church  in  Cordova, 
Tn.,  just  outside  Memphis,  wel¬ 
comed  members  of  the  Memphis 
Islamic  Center  to  hold  Ramadan 
observances  in  their  facilities  last 
year,  and  Aldersgate  Methodist 
Church  in  Alexandria,  Va.,  per¬ 
mits  ihe  Islamic  Circle  of  North 
America  to  hold  regular  Friday 
pr««/ers  while  their  new  mosque 
is  being  built  nearby. 

Heartsong' s  senior 
Christianity  Today  mat 


continues  to  grow.  She  writes,  'Bosque 
pastor.  Steve  Stone,  recently  told  construction  is  at  an  all-time  high.  As  of  September,  therewere 
subscribers  that,  "No  1,897  mosques  in  the  United  States,  a  57%  increase  since  2,000. 
deal  ramifications.  The  Absent  from  any  of  the  articles  reporting  these  events  is 
decision  was  firmly  based  on  our  understanding  of  the  whether  a  Christum  witness  was  presented  to  the  Miwlim  visi- 
mission  and  nature  of  the  church."  L  tors.  That^every  ™ 

Stone  is  not  related  to  the  Steve  Stone  who  serves  the  be  assumed  from  the  respectfuT  tone  of  the  two  diurdi  pastors 
Baptist  Convention  Board  as  associate  executive  that  such  was  not  the  case.  Micheli  s  comments  indicate  the 
church  growth.  Muslim  worshippers  were  welcomed  with  no  strings  attached, 

cheli,  Aldersgate' s  pastor,  echoes  the  Heartsong  There  is  such  a  thing  as  holy  ground.  Whatever  form  our 
"  Is  quoted  in  a  separate  Christianity  outreach  takes  toward  Muslims,  Buddhists,  bikhs, 

_  *'  jCd.  "V.".c.i  we  say  that  Jesus  is  the  Rastafarians,  Zoroastrians,  or  any  other  group,  let  us  never 

ily  way  to  the  Father,  we  don't  just  mean  our  belief  in  Jesus  forget  that  our  overarching  goal  is  help  them  find  their  way  to 
the  only  way  to  the  Father.  We  also  mean  Jesus'  way  of  life  Jesus  Christ,  the  only  begotten  Son  of  Cod  who  was  sent  to 
the  only  way  we  manifest  the  Father's  love.  That  we  would  save  the  world.  No  compromising,  no  minimizing  It  is  the 
elcome  Muslim  strangers  into  our  sacred  space  with  no  rock  on  which  our  faith  endures  forever.  (Matthew  Z8:18-20).  It 
rings  attached  is  not  a  reduction  of  what  we  Delieve  about  is  our  mission  in  life. 
sus  (or  a  betrayal);  it  is,  I  think,  the  fullest  possible  expres- 
on  of  what  we  believe  about  Jesus." 


William  H. 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


director  for  church  growth. 

Jason  Micheli,  Aldersr~*~'"  ; — ‘ 
pastor's  sentiments.  He  Is  quoted  in 
Today  article  by  Jason  B.  Hood:  "When 
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Else,  we  have  failed  our  Lord  and  Savior.  God  forbid  that 
should  ever  happen  with  Mississippi  Baptists. 

Move  to  defunct  Planned  Parenthood  passes  first  vote 

WASHINGTON  (BP  and  Representatives  added  the  urge  support  for  Pence’s  Hdty  for  Planned  Parenthood, 
local  reports)  —  Tire  US.  House  Planned  Parenthood  amend-  amendment  and  other  pro-life  Hidden-camera  videos, 
of  Representatives  voted  Feb.  18  ment  to  a  continuing  resolu-  legislation  in  the  continuing  secretly  recorded  by  a  pro-life 
to  eliminate  all  federal  funding  tion  to  extend  funding  for  resolution.  ”We  do  not  believe  group  named  Live  Action  at 
for  Planned  Parenthood,  the  federal  agencies  in  the  the  government  should  be  in  the  organization’s  clinics  and 
country's  No.  1  abortion  absence  of  a  2011  budget,  the  business  of  supporting  the  released  Feb.  1-8,  showed 
provider,  during  fire  remainder  Congress  failed  to  pass  a  bud-  nation's  leading  abortion  employees  demonstrating  an 
of  this  federal  fiscal  year.  get  last  year,  adopting  instead  provider  with  taxpayer  dol-  apparent  willingness  to  aid 

In  a  240-185  roll 'call,  the  a  resolution  that  continued  tars,  no  matter  how  Planned  sex  traffickers  whose  prosti- 
House  acted  to  cut  off  all  fed-  funding  for  the  federal  gov-  Parenthood  allocates  the  tutes  are  in  their  early  teens, 
eral  government  money  for  emment  through  March  4.  money,”  said  Land,  president  Pence  has  been  working  to 
the  Planned  Parenthood  Pro-life  advocates  of  Southern  Baptists^  Ethics  It  cut  federal  funding  for  Planned 

Federation  of  America  and  its  applauded  passage  of  the  Religious  Liberty  Commission  Parenthood  in  recent  years. 
102  affiliates  through  Sept.  30.  amendment.  Rep.  Mike  Pence  (ERLC)  in  Nashville.  Two  previous  attempts  to  elim- 

Planned  Parenthood  and  its  (R.-Ind.)  the  amendment's _  Pence's  amendment  as  inate  grants  for  the  organiza- 

affiljates  received  $363.2  mil-  sponsor,  described  the  vote  as  well  as  the  continuing  resolu-  tion  under  the  Title  X  program 
lion  in  government  grants  "a  victory  for  taxpayers  and  a  tion  of  which  it  is  a  part,  faces  failed.  His  proposals  to  that 
and  contracts  during  the  victory  for  life.  By  banning  an  uphill  battle  in  the  Senate,  effect  failed  by  a 231-189  vote  in 
2008-09  fiscal  year.  Some  of  federal  funding  to  Planned  and  the  House  still  had  more  2007  and  by  247-183  in  2009. 
that  total  came  from  state  and  Parenthood,  Congress  has  than  100  amendments  pro-  Title  X  is  the  federal  gov- 
local  governments.  taken  a  stand  for  millions  of  posed  to  the  continuing  reso-  ernment's  family  planning 

Mississippi  congressmen  who  Americans  who  believe  their  lution  the  afternoon  of  Feb.  18  program,  and  Planned 
voted  in  favor  of  defunding  tax  dollars  should  not  be  used  before  a  vote  on  final  passage  Parenthood  is  the  leading 
Planned  Parenthood  were  Alan  to  subsidize  the  largest  abor-  could  be  taken.  '  recipient  of  Title  X  fqnds. 

Nunnelee  of  the  first  district  and  tion  provider  in  America."  "Nobody  is  saying  that  Although  Title  X  funds  do  not 

Steven  Palazzo  of  the  fourth  dis-  Douglas  Johnson,  the  Planned  Parenthood  can’t  be  go  directly  for  abortions,  pro- 

trict  Both  are  Republicans.  National  Right  to  Life  the  leading  advocate  of  abor-  life  advocates  contend  federal 
Democrat  Bennie  Thompson  of  Committee's  legislative  direc-  tion  on  demand  in  America,"  money  frees  up  other  contri- 
the  second  district  voted  against  tor,  said  die  "landmark  vote  Pence  said,  "but  why  do  I  buttons  to  Planned  Parent- 
the  defunding.  Third  District  demonstrates  that  most  have  to  pay  for  it?  Nobody  is  hood  for  the  promotion  and 
Rep.  Gregg  Harper;  a  Republican,  House  members  now  recog-  saying  that  Planned  performance  of  abortions 
was  listedas  not  voting.  nize  Planned  Parenthood  is  a  Parenthood  can’t  continue  to  In  an  undercover  investiga- 

It  is  apparently  the  first  time  hyper-political,  under-regu-  be  the  largest  abortion  tion  Live  Action  conducted  oy 
a  chamber  of  Congress  has  ever  lated,  out-of-control  mega-  provider  in  America,  but  why  telephone.  Planned  Parent- 
voted  to  defund  the  organiza-  marketer  of  abortion  as  a  do  tens  of  millions  of  pro-life  hood  workers  in  seven  states 
tion,  which  recorded  more  than  method  of  birth  control."  taxpayers  have  to  pay  for  it?"  were  caught  on  audio  tape 

324,000  abortions  at  its  clinics  Southern  Baptist  ethicist  House  approval  of  tile  agreeing  to  receive  donations 
in  2008,  the  most  recent  year  for  Richard  Land  wrote  the  amendment  followed  nearly  designated  for  abortions  of 
which  statistics  are  available.  House  leadership  Feb.  16  to  three  weeks  of  damaging  pub-  African-American  babies. 


CIRCULATION  MANAGER 
Brenda  Quattlebaom 

bquattlebaumCmbcblofg 

EDITOR  EMERITUS 
Don  McGregor 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee: 
Archie  Herrin,  Columbia 
Chris  Webb,  Jackson 
Sharon  Neff,  Cleveland 
lohn  Price,  Charleston 
Dwayne  Parker  Flora 
foul  Sims,  Pontotoc 


_ Postmaster: _ 

Send  changes  of  address  to:  The 
BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 


Send  news,  communication,  and 
address  changes  to:  The  Editor, 
BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Box  530, 


Tel:  (601)  968-3800 
Fax:  (601)  292-3330 
E-mail:  baptistrecordembcb.org 


and  Christinas  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Contention  Board,  SIS  Mississippi  Street, 
ladoon.  MS  39201 .  Subscription  $10.35  per 
year  payable  in  advance.  Economy  plans 

..'..p— . f-p.  rh.-rh— 

Periodicals  postage  paid  at  lackion,  MS. 
Member,  Association  of  Slate  Baptist  Papers 
Deadlines:  News  items  —  one  calendar 


February  24,  2011 


Unrest  around  world  opens  opportunities 

JOHANNESBURG  (BP)  —  "The  church  is  confused  in  — ^ - 

As^ugrisin^s  in  parts  of  Africa  Egypt  —  not  sure  how  to  pray,'  j 

to  escalate,  many  C  hristians  are  change  is  going  to  be  good  or  ■gif 

seeing  God  make  Himselt  worse  [We]  need  wisdom  and  /TwT  .  ■ 

known  in  the  midst  of  chaos  to  this  j  MjT  a  Jr  nBF^KmwFpm  *| 

Pro-democracy  pmtests  have  opportune  time  strategic 

swept  through  several  Arab  prayers  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit  l1-* 

nations,  with  the  presidents  of  The  Egyptian  man  asked  A 

Tunisia  and  Egypt  forced  to  for  prayer  for  peace  and  secu-  - 

resign  amid  growing  unrest.  ritv  to  return  to  the  streets  of  GW ' 


BAPTISTS 


The  Second 
Front  Page 


Published  Since  1877 


to  pray  for  their 


ligious,  ethnic,  arid  economic 
ast  decade,  numerous  church- 
iristians  killed.  (BP  photo) 
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the  boundary  between  the  only  limited  chances  for 
north  and  south,  citizenship,  oil  reaching  out  to  Muslims 
revenues  the  north  collects  because  of  safety  factors.  "It  is 
from  oil  wells  in  the  south,  and  very  dangerous  for  a 
the  continuing  conflict  in  Christian  to  even  travel  into  a 
Darfur,  where  an  estimated  Muslim  neighborhood  right 
500,000  people  have  died  and  now,"  she  said, 
more  than  one  million  more  Bryson  said  she  is  proud  of 
have  been  displaced.  the  response  of  individual 

Despite  these  uncertainties,  Nigerian  Baptist  church  mem- 
Calvin  Lutsk  (not  his  real  bers  offering  aid  and  a  place 
name),  an  IMB  missionary  for  to  stay  for  those  who  are  dis- 
sub-Saharan  Africa,  believes  the  placed.  "All  the  churches  are 
situation  in  Sudan  is  improving,  praying  for  peace,"  she  said. 
"For  a  long  time  civil  war  in  "The  pastors  and  church 
Sudan  seemed  inevitable,  but  leaders  are  preaching  on  the 
[things]  have  turned  for  the  bet-  proper  Christian  response  to 
ter;"  Lutsk  said.  violence...." 

National  believers  from  south-  Bryson  asks  Southern 
em  Sudan  who  voted  in  the  ref-  Baptists  to  pray  that  violence 
erendum  said  they  are  praying  will  not  lead  to  more  viio- 
they  can  secede  peacefully.  fence  in  the  country. 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Marriage  agenda  advances 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

L  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(7  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  tiie  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  diem  he 
children 


HONOLULU  (BP)— Hawaii  will  become  the  seventh  state  to 
legalize  same-sex  dvil  unions  or  their  equivalent  after  its  state 
senate  Feb.  16  passed  a  bill  by  a  vote  of  18-5,  sending  it  to 
Democratic  Gov.  Neil  Abercrombie,  who  has  pledged  to  sign  it 
The  bill  will  grant  homosexual  couples  all  the  state  legal  benefits 
of  marriage,  minus  the  name.  Clitics  said  it  was  simply  a  step¬ 
ping  stone  to  same  sex  marriage  itself,  and  they  pointed  to  other 


riage."  Six  other  states  recognize  dvil  unions  or  domestic  part¬ 
nerships:  California,  Illinois,  New  Jersey,  Nevada,  Oregon,  and 
Washington.  Five  other  states  recognize  same  sex  marriage: 
Connecticut  Iowa,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  and 
Vermont  The  District  of  Columbia  also  recognizes  same  sex 
marriage.  Meanwhile,  a  bill  that  would  legalize  same  sex  mar¬ 
riage  passed  a  Maryland  senate  committee  Peb.  17,  and  it  appar¬ 
ently  now  has  enough  votes  to  pass  the  full  chamber;  which  is 
viewed  by  some  as  the  biggest  hurdle.  The  billpassed  the  Senate 
Judicial  Proceedings  Committee  by  a  vote  of  7-4.  The  Baltimore 
Sun  reported  it  now  has  enough  votes  to  pass  the  full  senate, 
although  that  could  change  depending  on  what  amendments 
are'offered.  Democrats  control  both  chambers,  and  Democratic 
Gov.  Martin  O'Malley  supports  the  bill  If  it  becomes  law,  tradi¬ 
tionalists  are  expected  to  gather  enough  signatures  to  place  the 
issue  on  the  2012  ballot,  where  it  could  be  overturned. 


The  Baptist  Hour  radio  program  hosted  by  Frank  Pollard,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Jackson,  receives  the  National  Religious  Broadcasters 
Milestone  Award. 


_ _  ,  even  to  those  who 

believe  in'his  name."  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


Fragments  of  Scud  or  Patriot  missiles  from  the  Gulf  War  strike  the 
home  of  Southern  Baptist  workers  Ray  and  Suzanne  Altman  in  the  Baptist 
Village,  a  conference  center  in  Petah  Tiqva,  Israel.  The  complex  is  about 
eight  miles  from  an  urban  area  repeatedly  struck  by  Iraqi  Scud  missiles. 


More  than  1,250  are  in  attendance  for  die  opening  session  of  the 
statewide  Training  Union  Enlargement  Clinic  and  Leadership 
Workshop  held  at  First  Church,  Jackson. 


Revivals  and 
Homecomings 


6,  when  Isaiah  meets  with 
God  the  Word  comes  back 
"Whom  shall  I  send  and 
who  shall  go  for  us?"  Isaiah 
responded  to  heaven  with 
those  incredible  words, 
"Here  am  1.  Send  me!" 

The  final  moment  of  wor¬ 
ship  is  not  a  great  song, 
hearing  a  great  sermon,  or 
even  giving  an  offering,  it  is 
the  place  of  submission  and 
the  yielding  of  your  life  and 
mine  to  Him.  It  is  the  same 
kind  of  moment  that  came 
in  the  life  of  the  great 
Apostle  Paul  when  as  an 
a  cloud  the  size  of  a  man's  A  second  thought  to  con-  unbeliever  he  was  lashing 
hand.  Just  imagine  looking  sider  about  this  prayer  out  against  people,  the 
out  across  the  Mediterranean  event  is  that  little  is  much  church,  and  Jesus.  Then  he 
Sea  and  seeing  something  off  when  God  is  in  it.  You  and  I  came  to  the  confrontation 
in  the  distance  that  is  Just  a  have  sung  that.  We  say  that  with  our  Lord  on  the  road 
puff  of  vapor,  a  small  cloud.  It  and  we  even  believe  that,  to  Damascus.  It  was  there 
wasn't  a  thunderstorm.  It  was  but  we  rise  from  our  prayers  blinded  by  the  brilliance  of 
just  a  cloud,  about  the  size  of  to  look  at  the  enormity  of  Jesus  Himself  that  he  said 
a  man's  hand,  and  it  seemed  the  task  and  realize  that  it  "Lord,  what  would  you 
to  be  hanging  there  in  the  sky.  cannot  be  done.  Wait  a  have  me  to  do?" 


Prayer  Point  - 
When  Your  Prayers 
Seem  Small 


Elijah  was  a  great  prayer 
servant  of  God.  One  of  die 
most  encouraging  things 
about  Elijah  was  the  fact  that 
James  tells  us,  "He  was  a 
man  of  like  passions  as  we 
are"  0ames.  5:17).  Elijah  was 
a  human  being  like  us  with  all 
of  the  fears,  faults,  and  fail¬ 
ures  that  we  may  have.He 
was  wrapped  in  all  of  the 
purpose,  possibilities,  and 
potential  that  we  can  experi- 


]im  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
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F  By  Charles  M«x  1932  •  2004 
02005 


RHO,  TG,  WPS  RHZST 


GE  WPS,  TGJO  DRFS 


KUGH  WPSF,  RHO  WPS 


ZTGJQ  GE  WPS  TGJO 


VPGHS  JGKHO  RXGKW 


WPSF;  RHO  WPSQ  LSJS 


VGJS  REJRAO 


TJCCS  WLG:  HAHS 


Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  fames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solo*  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
work's  puzzle:  First  Peter  Two: 
Twenty-One 


be  competed  at 


ifutralthnbcb. 


FOR  SALE  SIX  CEMETERY  PLOTS  IN  AFFORDABLE  BEACHSJDt  V 

Lakewood  Cemetery  Clinton  Blvd.  CONDOS  Gulf  Shores  anc 
$1200  each.  Call  601-573-6467  Reach  Al  Rpnt  Direct  frnm 

5INCTNCTOS  TESDS  ^BTHTS  CKACE  Fot^'  OwneJT  ft£ 

Michael  anjJ-Alison.  Beach.  Spring  Special  4  Nights 
well  Sing  for  your  churdh,  special  adults  &  kids)  $444  Inckxfe  E 
grants  sen. or  group,  church  fund  1,2  &  3  Bedroom  units  also 

SALE  f2cTIpaE35  XHU*fRHntS*  ^ 

pjercetown  Road.  PO.  Box  400.  Fulton  5TAJNH)  GIA55VW3SK.  TNT 
MS  38843.  662462-3207  us  jl  ai 

WHTBLtE  I  MB  WINDSOR  CHICAGO  CTEN’S  SWING. U 


CHURCH  SECRETARY.  PART-TIME 
POSITION.  Applicant  should  have 
experience  in  several  Microsoft 
Computer  Programs,  such  as  Word, 
Excd,  Task  Launcher,  and  Quickbooks. 
Apply  by  faxing  resume'  to  601-264- 
7699,  or  email  to  (bcbellevueebell- 
Muth.net  or  mail  to  First  Baptist 

rhurrh  a-it -  Tvri  u _  nn  . 


Philadelphia  Church, 
Etta:  Revival,  Feb.  27  - 
Mar.  2;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and 
7  p  m.  nightly;  P.  J. 
Scott,  speaker;  Ray 
Nicholas,  music;  Bobby 
Irvin,  pastor. 


Learn  about  a  safe _ 

investment  that  beats  low 
bank  rates  &  avoid  probate 


2.  Society  Hill  Church, 
Oakvale,  has  informed 
The  Record  that  last 
week's  revival  announce¬ 
ment  should  be  retracted. 

3.  First  Church,  Belzoni: 
125th  anniversary.  Mar. 
27,  10  a.m.  -  noon; 
lunch  follows  celebra¬ 
tion  service. 

4.  Unity  Church,  Moselle: 
Revival,  Mar.  6  -  11,  7 
p.m.;  Donnie  Guy, 
speaker;  Bob  Thames 
and  church  choir,  music. 


in  Biloxi  Ms  is  seeking  a  Bi  .Vocational 
Minister  of  Music  and  a  pianist,  please 
sent  resume  to  Cross  Roads  Baptist 
Oiutch  PO  Box  6068  D-feervilOUs 
39540  or  emailed  to  isheddan.cross- 
rpadsbceEmail.com  Any  questions 
pteMecalli 5 1  -504-2866 


improve 


please  cafJ2 5 1-504-2866 
nNiVKW  BAPTIST  Cf 
CLINTON,  MS  is  searchin 
time  bi-vocational  yoot 
Ptease  send  resumes  to 
be© belIsouth.net,  or  you 
601-924-8378.  If  you  hav 


O'Mire  Financial 
1-800-844-3254 

406  B  Orchard  Park  Dr. 
Ridge  land,  MS  39157 


601-643-8817 


ts  seeking  a  Part-time  Minist  ir  of 
Miwc.  Resumes  can  be  emailed  to 
lumpeTgrovebcPgrTwiil.com  or  mailed 
to  289  luniper  Grove  Road. 
PbpUvilte,  Ms.  39470.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  please  call  601  -795-8886 


Matthew  10:27  NAS 


(Pta*  raghfrr  by  TrUuj,  April  I,  MU) 

Register  &r  meah,  even  if  you  do  not  require  lodging. 
We  need  sn  accurate  coiait  fbr  meal  prepuahens. 

Please  mail  registration  faun  along  with  payment  to: 


Covering  Our 
Missionary  Childr^ 
in  Prayer 


Special  Day  Offering 


SPECIAL  GUEST.  Dr.  Jerry  Rankin, 
former  President,  International  Mission  Board 


PROGRAM 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  u  ie  light  and  what 


*K&your  ear.  proclaim  upon  the 


February  24,  201 1  .  HoureTops  is  a  Baptret  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


Baptist  N arsing  Fellowship  (BNF)  Annul  Meeting 
Shreveport  Convention  Center 
Shreveport,  Louisiana 
April  7-1 8, 2011 

“Unhindered  As  We  Hold  These  Truths” 


^  Keynote  Speakers:  Debby  Akennan, 
I  fj  \  2  National  WMU  President,  and 
>JFbaptist  Arme  Fortenberry,  DNS,  RN 

fl  NURSING 

Bfellowship 

w  Six  CEUs  can  be  earned  by  attending 

For  more  information  contact  National  WMU,  PO  Box 
830010,  Birmingham,  AL  35283-0010 

MISSISSIPPI  MISSIONARIES  FELLOWSHIP 
Spring  Meeting...  April  16, 2011 


(JnhinderecL 

totKe  Undaof  tJ$e  EartJi 


“Let  ns  throw  off  everything  dm  hinden...and  let  ns  run  with 
persererance  the  nee  marked  out  fin  us.”  n.n 


Mid- Delta  FamilyFEST 
July  20-24,  2011 

(Cleveland,  Greenwood,  Indlanola  area) 

lyFEST  is  a  hands-on  missions  project 
tied  to  help  families  connect  with  one 
ter  while  doing  missions/ministrv 


FamilyFEST  is  a  hands-on  missions  project 
designed  to  help  families  connect  with  one 
another  while  doing  missions/ministry 
together.  Any  missions  volunteers  - 
six  years  and  older-  are  encouraged  to 
participate. 


The  cost  is  $25  per  individual  or 
a  maximum  of  $50  per  family 

(immediate  family  -  parents  and  their  ’ 

children).  The  cost  includes:  registration 

fee.  t-shirt,  etmrt  insurance,  some  supplies, 

some  meals.  Additional  cost  will  include;  some  project 

supplies,  meals,  and  housing.  We  are  working  on  affordable 

housing  options. 

To  receive  a  registration  packet  for  this  event,  contact  Tammy  Anderson 
in  the  Mississippi  WMU  office  (800-748-1651,  ext,  323,  or  601-292- 
3323  or  tanderson@>mbcb.org. 

FamilyFEST  is  co-sponsored  by  the  Mid-Delta  Baptist  Association,  Mens 
Ministry  (MBC8)  and  Mississippi  WMU  (MBCB) . 


2  0  I  I 

PREACHING} 

CONFERENCE 


Featured  Presenters: 


2011  CLM  Retreat  March  24-26,  2011 


"Ministry  From  the  Heart . . . 
in  Prayer  for  Mississippi” 

Guest  Speaker 

TERRI  BLACKSTOCK  has  had  25  years 
of  success  as  a  novelist.  She  makes  her  home  in 
Mississippi,  where  she  and  her  husband,  Ken,  are 
enjoying  their  empty  nest  after  raising  three  children. 

Since  Blackstock  made  her  commitment  to  write  boob  that  glorify  God, 
He  has  opened  door  after  door  for  her.  She  is  excited  about  using  her  gift  to 
challenge  other  Christians  and  point  unbelievers  to  Him 

Communication  Services:  601-292-3378  or  jchen@t&clTorg 


'  ‘  /  '  >*' 


Church  Facilities  &  Furnishings  Workshop 


March  22,  8:30  a.m.  -  3  p.m. 
Parkway  Baptist  Church 
802  North  Frontage  Road 
Clinton 


For  .  Pastors,  members,  building  committees,  longtange  planning 

mmittees,  business  administrators  and  maintenance/property  personnel. 

For  more  info,  contact  Keith  Gordon 
at  kgordon@mbcb.org  or  601-292-3307  or  1-800-748-1651,  ext.  307 


Pastors/Ministers  oi  Education/ 
Sunday  School  Directors  Conference 


6  P.M.  J 

— Dinner - 

7-9  p.m. 

Conference 

April  4 

North  Greenwood, 
Greenwood 

apbls 

BROOKHAVEN  I 

Contact  Carolyn  Day  for  more  info;  i 
601-292-3291  or  cday@mbcb.org 


Church 

■p  Training 


Broadcasting 

Grace  &  Trutl 


"PeFre/t\jf\g 


Preschool  &  Children  s  Minister  Retreat 
May  2-3,  2011 

Garaywa  Camp  &  Conference  Center 


Preschool  and  Children's  Ministers  in 


Highlights: 

•  Program  Guest:  Tommy  Sanders,  Childhood  Ministries, 

Dallas  Baptist  University 

•  Guided  Prayer  Experience 

•  Round  Robin  Table  Discussions 


HeartSong  Music  &  Worship  Arts  Camp 

For  6th-  12th  Graders 

William  Carey  University,  Hattiesburg 

June  21-25,  2011  VmS# 


Camp  Choral  Director 
JOHN  LANG  WORTHY 
Minister  of  Music 
Morrison  Heights  BC 
Clinton 


The  students 
will  learn  and 
present  the 
PRODIGAL, 
the  music 
drama 
arranged  by 
Dennis  and 
Nan  Allen. 


Camp  Pastor 
LARRY  LEBLANC 
Pastor,  FBC,  Summit 


Camp  Worship  Leader 
BRADLEY  WHITE 
FBC,  Summit 


Wanh|p  -  Mhrton  Opportunities 
FamKy  Groups  -  Talent  Show  -  Karaoke 

Classes:  Praise  Band,  Voice,  Guitar, 
Art,  Photography,  Keyboard, 
Handbells,  Sound  Tech,  Media, 
Drama,  Miss.  Baptist  All-State  Youth 
Choir  &  Orchestra  Prep  and  more. 


COSTi 

$167  per  participant 
on  campus 

$30  per  commuting  student 

Preview  DVD  Available 
Upon  Request 

INFO:  601-968-3800  •  www.mbcb.org  •  scluttrell@bellsouth.net 


Buddy,  601-936-6668 


,l-856-6I77 

:maditon.ori 


prtffolmadge,  601-669-6595 
or  tamandmoMimmithOychn  .com 


<srar<ku«Hx  Ovemlcikt 

for  motkers  awa  cW9w£«  (grouies  lst-6fck) 

'  •  Meet  missionaries 

•  Worship  •  Crafts 

•  Campfire  •  Recreation 


For  more  info:  Call  MS  WMU 
601-292-3316  or  e-mail  kredditt@mbcb.org 


It &uc  fen  W<x*ltfef4 


2011  MBCB 
Emphasis 
Covering  MS 
in  Prayer 

As6odational 
Prayer  Rallies 


These  ail  continued  in  one  accorb  in  prayer ...”  Jicts  1:W  ‘KJ'V 


Monday  February  28 

•  Booneville  - 11  a.m. 

•  Iuka  -  2  p.m. 

Tuesday  March  1** 

•  Corinth  -  9  a.m. 

•  Ashland  - 11  a.m. 

•  Ripley -2  p.m. 

•  New  Albany  -  4  p.m. 

Thursday,  March  3 

•  Port  Gibson  -  9  a.m. 

•  Fayette -11a.m. 

Monday  March  7 

•  Waynesboro  -  9  a.m. 

•  Quitman  - 11  a.m. 

•  Meridian  -  2  p.m. 

•  DeKalb  -  4  p.m. 


Prayer  request  focus  for  participants  at  rallies  and  for  yourself. 

1.  SELF 

'~^^0<M<rtlwmyherttrymt,andk™Dmythou^AmlMfthmbem< 

undid  way  m  me,  and  lead  mein  the  way  everlasting  "  Pstim  13923-24 

Jl^°^mmih^teLriwartht*mt..rPs*m66:l8 

2.  SERVANTS 

lift  mail  godliness  and  honesty."  ITmolhyll-2  I**™* 

3.  SOULS 

.... 

0}eruaim,]tm But  the  pnphels,anisioriet  them 
u™«*^unk>thec,hm<fawoiidlhmggll*nd<hi 
d*bm  <oga».eomasahen#ilhenaiherchkkcKunderto 

vmgs.  and  ye  would  not!"  Matthew  2337 


MiMiMippi  College's  March  4-5  at  7 


is  class  liaison.  Jason 


(MC)  literary  magazine. 

The  Arrowhead  received 
a  third  place  award  at 
the  2011  Southern 
Literary  Festival.  It's  the 
second  year  in  a  row  that 
The  Arrowhead  has  been 
so  honored  at  the  festival 
that  judges  student  pub-  3. 
lications  in  a  number  of 
states  including 

Alabama,  Arkansas  and 
Mississippi. 

MC  is  presenting  AM  in 
the  PM:  An  Evening  of 
Radio  Drama.  The  pro¬ 
duction  of  the  MC 
Department  of 

Communication  is 
directed  by  professor 
Phyllis  W.  Seawright. 
Performance  dates  are 
February  24,  25  and  26 
at  7  p.m.  and  February 
27  at  2:30  p.m.  with  the 
final  performances 


DeFatta  of  Hattiesburg 
is  SGA  president;  Brett 
Hyatt  of  Soso  is  SGA 
first  vice  president;  Vish 
Patel  of  Cullman,  Ala., 
is  SGA  treasurer; 
Natasha  Batra  of 
Martinez,  Ga.,  is  SGA 
secretary;  and  BJ  Bums 
of  Sparta,  Tenn.,  is  SGA 
second  vice  president 
and  parliamentarian. 
Shown,  photo  3a,  are 
Calderone,  McCallister, 
Ladd,  Rajaram,  and 
Taylor;  photo  3b,  Patel, 
Hyatt,  DeFatta,  Bums, 
and  Batra. 


3a.  WCU-COM  officers 


4.  Karen  Juneau,  assistant 
professor  and  chair  of 
career  and  technical  educa¬ 
tion  at  William  Carey 
University’s  Tradition 
campus,  had  her  most 
recent  book,  entitled 
Engineering  Drawing 
Problems:  Workbook 

Series  First  Edition  to 
Accompany  Technical 
Drawing  with  Engineering 
Graphics,  published  in 
January  2011  by 
Pearson/Prentice  Hall.  In 
addition,  Juneau  has  writ¬ 
ten  another  book  pub¬ 
lished  by  Prentice  Hall, 
Engineering  Drawing: 
Problem  Series  3,  whim 


3b.  WCU  -  COM  officers 


has  been  revised  for  four 
editions.  All  of  Juneau's 
books  were  co-written 
with  a  friend  and  former 
colleague,  Paige  Davis. 
Davis  is  the  Assistant  STEP 


Coordinator  and 

Construction  Management 
and  Industrial  Engineering 
Instructor  at  Louisiana 
State  University. 


Class  Voice  next  up  in  MBCB/ 
NOBTS  series  of  music  courses 

March  14  begins  the  eighth  March  21  (7-9  p.m.).  Mark  Each  course  is  eight  weeks  in 
f  eight  courses  at  seven  loca-  Hamilton,  teacher.  (601)  894-  length 
ons  in  Mississippi  sponsored  5848.  the  cycle  of  courses  is 

the  Church  Music  *  First  Church,  Starkville  scheduled  over  a  two-year 
epartment  of  the  Mississippi  -  beginning  March  28  (6:00-  period.  Each  course  is  inde- 
f'onven^'on  Board  8:00  p.m.;.  Tom  Jenkins,  pendent  and  has  no  prerequi- 
in.  cooperation  with  teacher.  (662)  323-5633.  site.  Each  student  who  com- 

ie  Providence  Learning  •  First  Church,  Booneville  pletes  the  eight  courses  earns 
en-er  °rleans  “  beginning  March  22  (6:30-  a  certificate  from  the 

™/narX  (NOBTS).  8:30  p.m.).  LuAnne  Ford,  Providence  Learning  Center 

The  eighth  course,  Class  teacher.  (662)  728-6272.  ^  of  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

mcp,  will  meet  once  a  week  •  Broadmoor  Church,  There  is  a  one-time  enroll- 
<r  two  hours  for  eight  con-  Madison  -  beginning  March  ment  fee  of  $25.00.  The  cost  of 
‘cutive  weeks  at  the  follow-  28  (6:00-8:00  p.m.).  Jimmy  each  course  is  $125.00.  A 

^nwrtjTOTJBHhne*-- . Mc&deb,  teacher.  (601/  924-  $60jQQ  scholarship,  is  available 

First  Church,  Lyman  -  1233.  for  all  first-time  students  fstu- 

“grnning  March  15  (6:30-8:30  The  eight  courses  are  Song  dents  already  enrolled  are  not 
™\)0£°£1lnWhlte'  teacller  Leading;  Worship  Planning;  eligible).  The  grant  is  limited 
28;  832-2159  Reading  Music:  Rhythm/  F’itch;  to  one  person  per  church. 

*  _  Northcrest  Church,  Reading  Music:  Harmony/  ! 
endian  -  beginning  March  Melody;  Hymnology;  Music 

i  (6:30-8:30  p.m.)  Buddy  Administration/ Staff  Relations;  For  more  information,  call  the 
cElroy,  teacher.  (601  938-  Survey  of  Church  Music  teachers  listed  above  or  contact 
,68_.  4  _  ,  ,  Resources;  and  Class  Voice.  Jimmy  McCaleb,  MBCB  Church 

*  Urst  Church,  Cleveland  These  courses  are  designed  Music  Department,  P.O.  Box 

beginning  March  22  (6:30-  to  provide  basic  training  for  530.,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 
30,  P;®*)?  A‘aJl  Berry,  bivocational  music  directors  Telephone:  (601)  292-3273  or 

acher.  (662)843-2701.  and  other  music  leaders  in  toll  free  outside  Jackson  (800) 

*  Easthaven  Church,  churches.  The  eight  courses  748-1651,  ext.  273.  E-mail: 
ookhaven  -  beginning  meet  two  hours  per  week,  mccaleb@cabinview.net. 


A  proud  partne; 
in  Mississippi  health 


For  nearly  WO  years  Baptist  has  been  proudly  ser  ring 


the  Mid-South.  Our  commitment  includes  five  locations 

jua:>  ■«.=  .  .. 

in  Mississippi  each  dedicated  to  clinical  excellence  and 

!O02» 

overall  community  health  mfact,  Baptist  Memorial 


Hospitals  of  Mississippi  provided  $95  million  in 


community  benefit  to  the  counties  we  served  in  iOTO! 


ST  Memorial  Hospitals  of  Mississippi 


WWW  BaptistMississippi.org  I  800-4 -BAPTIST 


February  24,  2011 


Saa^oaasB'^iasy 


Mrs.  Ruth  Vesey  Johnson 

Mr.  *  Mrs.  emerge  H. 

Crawford  Jt 
Part  Kelly 

Jerry  *  Glenda  Fry 
Wesley  Kenh 

Jerry  *  Glenda  Fry 
Mr  Richard  King  ID 
Mr*  MreGreg  L 
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The  BCV  employs  Christian,  mission- 
minded,  husband  and  wife  teams,  without 
dependent  children  or  pets,  to  serve  in  the 
position  of  Houseparents.  The  couples  must 
be  mature  Christian  adults  with  personal 
integrity,  character  and  of  good  reputation 
with  standards  and  ethics  expected  of  any 
member  of  The  Baptist  Children's  Village 
staff.  They  receive  a  salary  with  benefits  and 
are  provided  a  private  bedroom  and  meals 
while  on  duty.  The  primary  job  responsibility 
of  Houseparents  is  to  maintain  a  home-like 
environment  that  models  healthy,  Christian 
family  living  for  children  and  youth 
residents.  They  are  the  primary  caregiver  and 
help  with  everything  from  transportation  and 
homework  to  laundry  and  meals  when  on 
duty-  Houseparent  responsibilities  are  varied 
and  somewhat  dependent  upon  which 
I  campus  and  to  which  cottage  the  couple  is 
'  assigned.  However,  all  Houseparents  need  to 
|  **  *"  Sood  physical,  mental  and  emotional  % 
l  heaIth  They  must  be  cooperative  and  f 
comfortable  working  in  a  team  environment. 

To  apply  for  the  current  Houseparent 
openings,  please  contact.  Celeste  Cade  at 
601-922-2242  ext  309  or  go  to 
www.baptistchildiensvillage.cam  to  *,§ 

download  an  application  and 
complete  job  description. 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 

God  Loves  to  Welcome  Us  Home 

Hosee  13:1-14.-9 


By  Becky  Brown _ 

I  can't  prove  this  to  you 
(yet),  but  I  can  imagine  that  in 
some  comer  coffee  shop  in 
Heaven  there  is  a  sweet  con¬ 
versation  going  on  between 
two  greet  men  of  God.  One  is 
named  Hosea.  The  other  is 
named  George  Matheson. 
Hosea  lived  about  eight  hun¬ 
dred  years  before  Christ. 
George  lived  about  1900  years 
after  Christ.  We  have  just 
learned  all  about  the  life  and 
love  story  of  Hosea  and  his 
wife,  Gomer.  The  life  and 
love  story  of  George  wouick 
make  Hosea  cry  empathefic 
tears  of  deep  understanding. 

George  was  bom  in 
Glascow,  Scotland  in  1842. 
His  eyesight  was  very  poor 
from  birth.  He  is  remembered 
as  the  Blind  Preacher.  By  the 
time  he  was  twenty  years  old, 
his  meager  eyesight  w«s  gone. 


George  was  engaged 
This  love  of  his  life  If/ 
determined  that  she  did  m  ^ 
not  wish  to  be  married 
to  a  blind  man  and  Bi 

decided  to  cancel  their 
wedding  plans.  His  heart  was 
broken.  One  of  his  sisters  was 
very  instrumental  in  helping 
George  navigate  daily  life 
tasks  and  ministry  obliga¬ 
tions.  They  were  very  close. 
On  the  night  of  this  dear  sis¬ 
ter's  wedding,  Matheson 
penned  the  lyrics  to  a  beloved 
hymn.  "Oh,  Love  that  will  not 

lxxk  —  _  _ _ v 


Brown 


depths  its  flow  may  richer, 
toller  be."  God  is  the  Love 
that  will  not  let  us  go. 

Our  final  lesson  for  this 
quarter  concludes  our  study 
of  the  book  of  Hosea.  Last 
week,  we  saw  the  depth  of  the 
love  of  God  as  He  grieves  for 


I  those  who  reject  His 

^love.  Our  Prophet 
Hosea  ancT  Wind 
Preacher  George  both 
felt  this  deep  reiec- 
1  tion  from  earthly 
loves.  Imagine  the 
pain  that  we  bring  to 
God  when  we  reject 
Him  completely  or 
|wn  fail  to  follow  Him 
fully.  I  believe  the 
Bible  teaches  that  God  is 
always  reaching  to  us,  calling 
us  away  from  the  world  ana 
into  His  arms.  The  wounded 
arms  of  Jesus  were  stretched 
out  on  the  cross  saying, 
"Come  to  my  Father  through 
Me!"  Like  the  father  waiting 
and  watching  for  the  way¬ 
ward  son  in  Luke  15,  God  is 
waiting  and  watching  for  us 
to  come  home. 

In  chapter  14  of  Hosea,  the 
Lord  Himself  is  calling  Israel 
to  return  to  Him.  This 
Hebrew  word  for  "return" 
means  to  go  back  to  square 
one,  to  start  over.  Your  sin  is 
the  problem.  You  have  stum¬ 
bled  and  fallen.  Hope  is  avail¬ 
able.  God  then  gives  what  I 


like  to  call  the  "Recipe  for 
Restoration."  Confess  your 
sins  to  the  Lord.  Plead  for  His 
mercy.  Praise  Him  for  it  in 
advance  because  He  desires  to 
give  mercy  to  us.  Determine 
to  trust  in  God  alone.  Forsake 
former  failures.  Stand  firm  in 
His  love. 

This  recipe  in  Hosea  14 
reads  just  like  Romans  103-10. 
The  key  to  returning  to  the 
Lord  is  round  in  these  two  pas¬ 
sages,  one  from  the  Old 
Testament  and  one  from  the 
New  Testament.  Sin  is  the 
problem  in  both  Testaments. 
The  road  home  contains  the 
same  directional  signs.  With 
the  heart,  we  must  believe. 
With  the  mouth,  we  must  con¬ 
fess.  We  reach  a  point  where 
we  realize  we  have  separated 
ourselves  from  the  One  who 
loves  us  most.  His  love  that 
will  not  let  us  go  pleads  for  our 
f*tom.  We  get  to  choose  our 
response  to  the  yearnings  of 
this  great  Lover  of  all  mankind. 

When  we  rebel,  God  reach¬ 
es.  When  we  repent,  God 
restores.  When  we  return, 
God  receives.  When  we  root 


down  deeply  into  the  soil  of 
His  love,  God  raises  us  up  tall 
and  green  and  strong  ana  pro¬ 
duces  fruits  of  repentance  in 
our  lives.  Verses  four  through 
seven  show  us  the  response  of 
God  to  returnees:  healing 
provided,  love  assured,  anger 
turned  away,  morning  dew 
refreshment.  Deep  roots 
descend  into  the  soil  of  God's 
love  and  take  hold,  pushing 
up  healthy  sprouts  which  lead 
to  blossoms  producing  beauti¬ 
ful  fruit  filled  with  fragrance 
of  life.  In  scripture,  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  grain  in  the  fields,  oil 
from  the  olive  tree  and  the 
fruit  of  the  vineyard  revealed 
the  state  of  the  land  of  Israel. 
Feast  or  famine  was  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  availability  of 
these  three  staples. 

The  Gardener  of  Eden  knelt 
in  Gethsemane  in  preparation 
for  Golgotha  and  the  trip 
through  Garden  Tomb  to 
Glory.  He  is  the  Lover  of  your 
soul.  How  could  you  even 
imagine  turning  Him  away? 

Brown  is  stuff  evangelist  at 
First  Church,  Richland. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Keep  Hope  Alive 

2  Kings  24:12-13,19-20;  25A-1147-3B 
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Our  final  lesson  for  1  &  2 
ings  focuses  upon  keeping 


teas  killed  by  Pharaoh  "Neco  at 
in  609  B.G,  Judah  lost 
xxJ  king.  Josiah’s  three 


fesTast  good  king.  Josiah's  three 
fogs  andone  grandson,  made  up 
the  quartet  of  rulers  that  guided 
the  southern  kir^dom  over  the 
final  quarter  century  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  Unfortunately,  all  four  men 
did  what  was  evil  in  foe  Lord's 

montLs  before^hJeco  deported 
him  to  Egypt  His  brother 
Jehoiakim  reigned  11  years.  He  is 
foe  king  that  gave  Jeremiah  so 
much  trouble.  When  he  died,  his 


sinned  against  foe  Lord, 
refused  to  repent  of  their 
sins,  ana  ignored 
prophetic  warnings  of 
tmjtencfing  doom,- When  Vi 
foe  defeats  and  deporta¬ 
tions  began,,  the  inspired  writer 
of  2  Kings  summed  up  by  saying 
this  happened  "As  foe  LORD 
had  declared"  (2 
Kings  24:13;  NIV).  Zedekiah,  foe 
final  king  of  Judah  did  evil  in  foe 
Lord's  sight,  kindling  foe  Lewd's 
anger.  Ultimately,  foe  Lord  ban¬ 
ished  Jerusalem  and  Judah  from 
His  presence  (2  Kings  24:19-20). 
With  foe  spiritual  tie  completely 
broken,  Zedekiah  was  forced  to 
rely  on  his  own,  misguided  wis¬ 
dom.  He  rebelled  against  foe 


son,  Jehoiachin,  took  foe  throne  ^  king  of  Babylon,  setting  in 
only  to  be  deported  to  Babylon  motion  foe  concluding  actions  in 


three  months  later.  His  unde, 
Zedekiah  became  foe  last  king  of 
Judah,  ruling  11  years. 

Why  all  foe  devastation?  The 
people  of  God,  like  their  leaders. 


foe  final  chapter  of  Judah's  his¬ 
tory  as  a  nation. 

During  this  period,  the 
Babylonians  deported  key 
people  from  Judah  to  Babylon. 


In  605  B.C.,  Daniel 
and  his  friends, 
Hananiah,  Mishael, 
and  Azariah,  were 
deported.  Eight  years 
later.  King  Jehoiachin 
and  many  wealthy 
people  were  deport¬ 
ed.  Ezekiel  was 

s - among  the  deportees 

VanHom  in  597  B.C.  The 

Babylonians  also  cart¬ 
er  ed  off  the  treasures  of  the  tem- 
ig  pie.  The  third  deportation 
D  came  when  the  city  of 
(2  Jerusalem  was  destroyed  by 
ie  foe  Babylonians  in  586  B.C.  In 
ie  this  fateful  year,  the 
I's  Babylonians,  led  by 
n-  Nebuchadnezzar  burned  the 
m  Lord's  temple,  the  king's 
)).  palace,  and  all  the  houses  of 
ly  Jerusalem  (2  Kings  25:9).  The 
to  walls  of  Jerusalem  were  tom 
s-  down  (2  Kings  25:10)  and  the 
ie  rest  of  the  people  were  deport- 
in  ed  (2  Kings  2S11). 
in  What  about  you?  Do  you  live 
is-  with  foe  delusion  that  you  can 
sin  and  never  pay  the  price  for 
ie  that  sin?  Have  you  ever  found 

— ■<  — r  .i _ i 


that  you  were  doing  wrong? 
When  we  refuse  to  repent  of  our 
sins,  we  flirt  with  disaster.  God 
is  gracious  to  forewarn  us;  He  is 
also  patient  in  waiting  for  us  to 
respond.  However;  excessive 
delay  on  our  part  will  hasten 
the  inevitable.  God  always 
judges  sin. 

the  long  history,  extending 
form  Joshua  to  2  Kings,  began 
with  foe  covenant  people's 
entrance  into  foe  promised  land, 
included  foe  period  of  judges, 
relayed  foe  development  of  foe 
monarchy,  and  described  foe  col¬ 
lapse  of  both  Israel  and  Judah  If 
that  history  had  ended  with  foe 
downfall  of  Judah  and  foe  depor¬ 
tation  of  her  remaining  citizens, 
the  story  would  be  one  of 
despair.  Instead,  the  inspired 
writer  chose  to  conclude  the  his¬ 
tory  with  a  brief  paragraph  about 
foe  release  of  king  .  Jehoiachin 
from  Babylonian  prison  (2  Kings 
25:27-30).  Sometime  around  560 
B.C.,  King  Evil-Merodadi  of 
Babylon,  released  Jehoiachin  and 
restored  to  him  privileges  of 
being  a  king.  He  gave  him  status 
(2  Kings  25:28),  proper  clothing 
and  food  (2  Kings  25:29),  and  a 


royal  allowance  for  foe  rest  of  his 
life  (2  Kings  25-30). 

What  are  we  to  make  of  this 
propitious  turn  of  events  that 
concludes  2  Kings?  First  we 
should  see  that  no  matter  how 
bad  filings  become,  better  days 
are  ahead.  Second,  since 
Jehoiachin  was  a  direct  descen¬ 
dant  of  David,  we  can  see  how 
God  was  keeping  His  promises 
to  David.  Third,  we  can  see  how 
God  was  actively  involved  in 
every  aspect  of  His  people's  lives. 
Fourth,  we  discern  that  God  dis¬ 
ciplines  His  people  when  they 
sin,  but  He  also  restores  them 
when  file  time  is  right. 

As  we  conclude  our  study  of  1 
&  2  Kings,  how  can  we  keep 
hope  alive?  We  can  keep  hope 
alive  by  realizing  all  true  hope 
abides  with  God.  When  we  con¬ 
sciously  choose  to  live  in  ways 
pleasing  to  Him,  we  abide  where 
hope  lives.  If  we  mess  up,  we  can 
opunt  on  God  to  discipline  us  in 
beneficial  ways.  We  also  can 
count  on  Him  to  restore  us. 

Van  Horn  is  Dean  of  Christian 
Studies  and  the  Arts  at 
Mississippi  College. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
foe  Mississippi  Baptist  Contention 

News  submitted  tor  publication  m  The 
Baptist  Record  most  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch 
Paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
terms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  AH  arB- 
ciea.mu8t  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
w*  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  bitow,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 


Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  <*gltal  printouts  we 
net  leproductote.  Digital  photos  may  be  used  H 


submitted  as  a  JPEG  Me  via  either  (a)  e-mail, 
(b)  three-aod-a-ha#  inch  Soppy  dtok,  or  (c)  CD. 

Photoe  must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  weMghted. 
Cel  phone  photographs  and  other  tow  reeoki- 
Uon  items  are  general ly  not  publishable. 

Photographs  can  not  be  returned.  P tease 
do  not  affiach  photos  wtth  tape  or  steples. 


AH  news  Rems  are  subject  to  editing,  wid 
all  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping 
Photographs  must  depict  people.  No  land¬ 
scape-,  building-,  or  object-only  photographs 
will  be  printed.  News  Hems  and/or  pho¬ 
tographs  can  be  published  one  time  only 
News  Hems  and/or  photographs  depicting 
benefits  and  activities  tor  secular  or  outside 
organizations  wiR  not  be  published.  DeadNne 

for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to 
requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-availabie  basis. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  FAX:  (801)  292-3330.  E-mail: 
bapttotreoord@mbcb.org. 


‘I.V 

» _ I _ 


1.  Fairview  Church, 

Columbus,  ordained 

Christopher  "Kyle"  Walker 
to  the  minishy  Dec.  26, 
2010.  He  is  a  PhD  student 
and  director  of  admissions 
at  Southwestern  Seminary. 
Shown  are  Lauren  Atkins 
Walker,  Walker,  and  pastor 
Mickey  Dalrymple.  The 
Walkers  are  members  of 
Tate  Springs  Church, 
Arlington,  Tex. 

2  First  Church,  Vicksburg, 
ordained  four  deacons  Jan. 
30.  Shown  are  chairman 
Scotty  Swillie;  Brett  Williams 
and  wife  Laura  Beth;  Steve 
Caldwell  and  wife  Paige; 
Jonathan  Boone  and  wife 
Amanda;  Fred  Tracy  and 
wife  Barbara;  and  pastor 
Matt  Buckles. 


3.  A  group  from  Ackerman 
Chufth,  Ackerman,  read 
the  Bible  through  in  2010. 

Shown,  front  row,  are  Louise 
Howell,  Marilyn  Jackson, 

Edwina  Wise,  Sarah 
Stephenson,  Carolyn  Eudy, 
and  Neil  Young;  back  row, 

Joe  Jones,  pastor  Danny 
Irvin,  and  Ben  Tharp. 

4.  Parkway  Church,  Tupelo, 
recently  ordained  Kevin 
Tackitt  to  the  deacon  min¬ 
istry.  Shown  are  pastor  Paul 
Brashier,  Tackitt,  his  wife 
Leslie  and  son  Dawson. 

5.  On  Jan.  30,  three  sons  of  D. 

Swan  Haworth,  who  pas- 
tored  First  Church, 

Vicksburg,  from  1939- 
1951,  were  in  attendance  in 
morning  worship.  Shown 
are  Rob,  Richard,  and 
David  Haworth. 

Columbia,  will  host  the 

6.  The  WMU  of  Trinity  Florida  Boys  in  concert  Feb. 

Church,  Monroe  County,  26,  6:30  pan.  A  love  offering 

enjoyed  a  Christmas  party  will  be  received. 

at  the  Pickle  Barrel  celebrat¬ 
ing  their  accomplishments  10.  The  Neshoba  County 
during  foe  year;  including  Association  will  present  a 

participating  in  foe  Buckets  single  adult  rally  of  faith 

of  Hope  ministry,  starting  a  Mar  26,  7  pjn.  -  until  at  foe 

nursing  home  ministry.  Warehouse  on  Walnut 

exceeding  both  their  Annie  Street,  Philadelphia.  James 

Armstrong  and  Lottie  Cruise,  guest  testimony,  con- 

Moon  offerings,  and  deliv-  cert,  ana  fellowship;  door 

ering  35  fruit  baskets  for  prizes  and  refreshments. 


Narcotics  Division  of  the  11. 
Jasper  County  Sheriff's 


Yalobusha  Association  will 
present  Y-Fest  2011  Mar.  A  7 
p.m.  and  Mar.  5,  6  p.m.,  at 
the  Yalobusha  County 
Multi-Purpose  Building, 
Coffeeville,  featuring  foe 

'tv  ri  i  *  n  i  u  •  (i. 


Department,  speakers; 
The  Out  Cry  Band  and 
others,  music;  refresh¬ 


ments  provided. 


and  two  game  cameras  will 
be  given.  Free  admission. 
Paul  Brown,  speaker. 


Association 


will  host  On  Mission 
Celebration,  Feb.  27  to 
March  2.  Twenty  one 
churches  will  be  participat¬ 
ing.  Sunday  services  wifi  be 
at  regular  -church  times  and 
Monday  thru  Wednesday 
at  7  pm.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  contact  the  Association 
Office  at  (662)  843-8798. 

First  Church,  Rose  Hill, 
will  present  Youth  Aware 
Mar.  5,  5:30  p.m.  This  will 
be  a  frank  straight  talk 
about  how  drugs  can 
complicate  the  lives  of 
youth  and  their  families. 


February  24, 2011 


